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LITTLE  LESSONS. 


FIRST  LESSON. 

Come  here,  my  dear  Fanny,  get 
your  spoiling-book,  that  you  may 
learn  a  lesson,  and  then  read  to  me 
this  morning.  You  know  this  is 
Monday,  the  first  d?y  of  the  week^ 
in  which  we  may  work,  sing,  and 
play,  or  do  any  thing  that  will 
amuse  or  instruct  us.  You  will, 
therefore,  I  hope,  repeat  your  les- 
son as  soon  as  you  can,  that  you 
may  read  some  of  the  pretty  stories 
I  have  got  for  you  ;  but  you  must 
take  pains  to  be  correct  in  reading, 
and  nor  confuse  yourself  by  calling 
the  words  wrong;  for  if  you  do 
you  will  never  know  what  you  are 
reading  about,  and  thereby  lose  all 
the  meaning  of  the  stories,  so  that 
you  will  be  no  wiser  for  what  they 
miy  contain,  nor  be  able  to  tell 
your  brothers  and  sisters  what  they 
were  about.  Now  if  you  mind 


your  words,  you  will  soon  find  how 
good  children  meet  with  reward 
and  praise,  if  ihey  attend  to  what 
they  read.  Therefore,  he  sure  you 
mind-,  and  if  you  do  meet  with  ac- 
counts of  little  boys  or  girls  who 
have  heen  very  good,  try  to  copy 
them  ;  but  when  you  read  of  those 
who  have  been  ivirkrd  and  sinful, 
mind  and  avoid  thfir  faults,  never 
doing  any  of  the  tricks  you  lead 
they  were  guilty  of.  Good  chil- 
dren will  alw;.ys  be  loved  and 
treated  kindly  by  all  who  know 
them;  their  good  manners  will 
please,  and  their  friends  will  speak 
well  of  them,  and  do  all  in  their 
power  to  impiove,  and  make  them 
good  and  happy. 


SECOND  LESSON. 

You  were  much  pleased  the 
other  morning,  when  we  went  to 
visit  your  cousin,  to  see  the  little 
Monkey  and  the  p.etty  Panoi  her 
papa  brought  her  from  the  West 


Indies  ;  what  a  number  of  droll 
tricks  the  little  fellow  played,  how 
well  he  matched  and  danced,  as 
your  cousin  H»>nry  bade  him;  but, 
though  he  will  learn  any  thing 
people  take  pains  to  teach  him, 
yet  all  the  Monkey  race  are  of  a 
spiteful  nature,  and  possess  a  great 
deal  of  cunning  ;  you  must,  there- 
fore, be  careful  not  to  offend  him, 
for  if  you  play  with  him,  and  were 
to  give  him  a  sly  knock,  he  will 
think  of  it  when  you  do  not,  and 
find  a  rime  to  give  you  a  sharp 
bite,  winch  you  may  feel  for  a  long 
while  after.  The  Parrot  is  also  of 


a  spiteful  nature,  and  will  often 
bite  very  hard.  They  are  much 
liked  by  many  persons,  for  their 
trying  to  speak  and  mimic  what  is 
said,  which  some  of  them  will. 
They  are  often  taught  to  i  peat  a 
sentence,  at  doing  which  sume  of 
them  are  very  clever;  and,  when 
they  speak  plainly,  they  amuse 
many  a  dull  hour.  You  know 
how  well  your  cousin  Clara's  Par- 
rot says, — u  How  do  you  do?" — 
What's  o'clock,  Miss?"  and  "Hold 
up  your  head  !  '  with  a  great  many 
other  words.  They  also  look 
handsome  in  a  cage,  as  their  feath- 
ers are  generally  bright  <e;l  and 
green.  Some  Parrots  are  g.cy,  but 
they  do  not  look  so  showy  as  the 
others.  Do  you  not  think  they 
must  look  very  pretty,  flying  from 
tree  to  tree,  in  the  wood-*,  from 
whence  it  is  a  pity  to  take  and 
confine  them  in  a  cage,  .vhich, 
though  it  may  be  very  fine,  is  at 
best  but  a  gilded  prison  ;  yet,  as 
they  are  always  brought  1'rom  a 
foreign  country,  they  are  prized  as 
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a  handsome  present.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  poor  Monkey, 
who  would  like  much  better  to  be 
ramMing  in  the  wilds  of  his  native 
land,  than  partake  of  all  the  good 
things  that  are  given  him,  when 
made  captive  by  man. 

THIRD  LESSON. 

Did  you,  my  dear  child,  see 
Hora  walk  about  the  garden,  this 
morning,  with  her  three  puppies  ? 
They  are  pretty  creatures,  but  I 
cannot  agree  to  keep  them  all,  as 
one  Dog  is  enough  to  guard  the 
house,  and  poor  Flora  is  such  a 
faithful  beast,  that  she  must  not 
be  sent  away;  we  will  therefore 
think,  and  find  out  among  our 
friends  who  wants  a  pretty  dog. 
The  ore  you  call  Juno,  we  will 
give  cousin  Clara  ;  it  will  do  nicely 
to  bark  at  her  Parrot,  who  will  in 
time  contiive  to  get  from  his  cage 
and  give  him  a  bite  on  the  ear,  if 
he  affronts  it  by  barking ;  the  little 
brown  one  you  have  named  Ponto, 


we  will  give  to  Henry,  as  he  will 
do  very  well  to  march  about  with 
his  Monkey,  and  fetch  and  carry 
his  stick  and  satchel,  when  he  goes 
to  school;  and  Fiisky,  the  little 
black  and  white  one,  may  stay  a 
week  or  two  longer  with  her  moth- 
er, when  she  shall  go  to  sea  with 
your  uncle,  as  by  that  time  she 
will  be  old  enough  to  defend  her- 
self, and  fight  for  her  bones.  So  I 
think  we  have  now  laid  a  plan  to 
provide  for  Flora's  three  pretty 
puppies,  which,  will  all  be  taken 
good  care  of;  for  most  people  love- 
a  Dog,  who  is,  by  nature,  the  most 
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watchful,  faithful,  and  docile  of 
the  four  footed  race.  A  Dog  will 
never  forsake  his  master,  and  has 
often  in  cases  of  danger,  by  his 
instinct  and  courage,  been  known 
to  save  his  life,  and  obtain  help  for 
him  when  do  one  was  near  to  aid 
his  distress.  When  a  person  has 
fallen  from  a  horse,  and  been  sadly 
hurt,  the  Dog  has,  by  howling  and 
by  other  symptoms  of  trouble, 
drawn  people  to  the  help  of  his 
master,  and  thus  shown  his  faithful 
love  and  duty. 

In  all  states  of  life  the  Dog  at- 
taches himself  to  the  human  spe- 
cies, and  often  licks  the  hand  that 
is  cruel  to  him;  for  there  are,  to 
the  shame  of  human  nature,  some 
whose  hearts  are  more  savage  than 
dumb  beasts,  for  so  must  such  be 
called,  who  can  ill  treat  the  faith- 
ful Dog. 

FOURTH  LESSON. 
I  was  glad  to  see  you  so  much 
pleased,  last  night,  with  the  good 


farmer  and  his  daughter,  who  gave 
you  such  nice  fruit  and  new  milk. 
How  sweet  it  seemed,  after  your 
walk,  to  sit  down  and  enjoy  such 
a  summer  repast !  While  the 
weather  is  fine  we  will  often,  after 
you  have  said  your  lesson,  and 
done  well  at  your  needle,  go  and 
see  Miss  Hawthorn,  who  keeps  her 
father's  house,  and  manages  the 
poultry.  You  kjiow  she  told  you 
she  would  give  you  a  pair  of  pretty 
chickens,  and  I  will  buy  two  or 
three  more,  then  you  shall  feed  and 
take  care  of  them  at  home.  She 
also  told  you  she  would  show  you 
the  Bees,  the  next  time  you  went, 
atul  you  should,  at  the  proper  sea- 
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son,  see  them  take  a  hive.  What 
a  pity  it  is,  that,  for  the  sake  of 
their  honey,  many  of  the  poor 
Bees  get  killed,  after  they  have 
worked  so  hard,  and  toiled  so  long, 
to  cull  the  sweets  from  flowers  and 
herbs ;  poor  things,  it  is  a  sad 
thing  any  of  them  should  suffer  for 
giving  such  rich  and  useful  food 
to  man.  Some  years  ago  almost 
all  the  Bees  in  a  hive  were  killed, 
when  it  was  to  be  taken  for  the 
sake  of  the  honey ;  but  of  late 
years  a  method  has  been  found  of 
taking  the  honey  from  the  hives 
without  causing  the  death  of  so 
many  useful  insects,  who  may  live 
to  gather  more  honey,  and  take 
some  other  hive. 


FIFTH  LESSON. 

If  you  are  very  good,  and  recite 
your  lessons  well,  this  morning,  we 
will,  if  it  keeps  fine,  go  into  the 
garden,  and  you  shall  help  me 
plant  some  flower  seeds  and  look  at 
the  man  who  is  working  there,  to 
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make  a  green  house,  to  keep  the 
myrtles  and  other  plants  in  during 
the  winter:  you  can  also  look  at 
the  cook,  who  is  getting  peas  for 
your  dinner,  which  you  and  your 
brothers  .ind  sisters  are  very  fond 
of.  The  cherries  begin  to  look  ve- 
ry red,  and  will  soon  he  ripe  enough 
to  mix  with  the  currants,  when  they 
make  nice  tarts  lor  supper,  with  a 
little  new  milk  from  the  cow,  from 
whom  we  have  a  great  many  good 
things  ;  fresh  milk,  rich  cream,  nice 
butter  and  cheese.  Custards,  and 
most  kinds  of  pudding,  are  made 
with  milk  :  I  cannot  tell  what  chil- 
dren would  do  for  proper  food,  if 
we  had  not  the  milk  of  cows.  Last 
summer,  you  know  how  pleased 
you  were,  to  ^ee  the  calves  playing 
about  in  the  fields  with  their  moth- 
ers, although  yon  cried  when  you 
saw  them  go  to  suck  their  mother's 
rnilk,  for  you  said  they  would  not 
leave  you  any  supper;  but  my 
dear,  the  good  God,  who  gave  all 
the  beasts  of  the  field  for  our  use, 
also  gave  them  the  means  to  nour- 
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ish  their  young,  and  yet  enough  to 
spare  for  the  use  of  man  :  He,  who 
has  made  nothing  in  vain,  took 
care  to  provide  well  for  both  man 
and  beast ;  for,  when  the  calf  is  old 
enough  to  feed  on  the  grass,  it  does 
not  want  so  much  of  its  mother's 
milk.  The  calf  has  no  woo)  on 
like  the  sheep,  but  the  skin  is  of 
great  use,  and  is  made  into  leather, 
which  they  make  use  of  for  shoes, 
binding  books  and  other  purposes; 
so,  you  find,  the  poor  beasts  are  of 
use  even  after  they  are  dead,  as  ma- 
ny of  them  give  us  both  food  and 
raiment.  You  will  find  daily,  as 
you  read,  that  all  God's  works  are 
good,  and  nothing  is  made  in  vain. 

SIXTH  LESSON. 

When  we  were  walking  the  other 
morning,  you  seemed  to  very  much 
admire  the  handsome  Peacock  who 
was  spreading  his  gaudy  tail  to  the 
sun  :  he  looked  veiy  handsome ; 
but  you  must  not,  my  dear  child, 
be  taken  with  outside  beauty,  for 
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the  Peacock  is  not  of  half  the  value 
of  a  common  Chicken,  and  were 


you  to  hear  hin 
wonder    so    p 
make    such   at 
Ducks,  the  Ge 
ens,  are  all  nut 

scream,  you  would 
etty    a    bird  could 
ugly  noise.     The 
se,  and  the  Chick- 
h  better  to  eat  than 

that  fine  bird,  which  walks  about 
the  yard  FO  proudly  ;  sometimes 
the  Pea  chicks  are  killed  when 
young,  but  they  are  not  so  white 
and  sweet  as  a  Chicken  ;  the  com- 
mon farm-yard  poult iy,  though 
not  so  handsome  to  look  at,  is  far 
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more  useful,  as  we  are  often  very 
thankful  for  a  new  laid  egg  at 
breakfast.  Little  boys  and  girls 
would  often  go  without  puddings 
for  their  dinners  if  the  hens  did  not 
kindly  lay  plenty  of  eggs.  I  do 
not  know  a  sight  that  pleases  me 
more,  than  a  yard  full  of  fine  poul- 
try ;  the  Hens  and  the  Chickens, 
seem  so  busy,  scratching  about  for 
little  grubs  and  insects,  which  they 
are  very  fond  of;  the  Ducks  with 
the  young  Ducklings,  are  not  happy 
unless  they  have  a  pond  near, 
where  they  may  swim  about,  and 
dive  in  the  water,  for  the  insects 
they  like  best.  It  is  very  pretty  to 
watch  them,  and  see  how  merry 
they  seem,  and  hear  what  a  quack- 
ing they  make,  if  they  happen  to 
find  any  fly,  or  weed  near  them;  the 
Geese  mostly  ramble  out  in  a  for- 
est, if  there  is  one  near,  but  come 
home  with  their  Goslins  at  night  to 
the  yard,  where  they  know  they 
shall  get  a  good  supper  of  corn, 
and  be  safe  in  a  house  for  the 
night.  Thus,  my  dear  child,  you 
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find,  all  birds  and  beasts  sbon 
know  where  they  are  taken  good 
care  of  and  fed,  and  though  many 
are  killed,  to  supply  the  hunger  of 
man,  yet  those  who  escape,  are 
well  fed,  and  kept  warm,  that  they 
may  hatch  and  rear  their  young 
broods. 


SEVENTH  LESSON. 

This  day,  you  know,  my  dear 
child, is  Sunday,  and  you  have  al- 
ways been  taught  to  respect  it,  and 
to  behave  in  a  proper  majiner; 
you  are  now  old  enough  to  go  to 
Church  with  your  parents,  and  I 
hope  good  enough  to  behave  well 
when  therr,  or  all  their  care  and 
good  advice  will  have  been  thrown 
away.  I  have  known  some  very 
good  little  boys  and  girls  who  have 
learned  many  verses  in  the  Bible 
before  dinner,  instead  of  playing 
about,  as  they  ought  not  to  jump, 
or  be  as  noisy  as  they  often  are  on 
other  days.  To  be  rather  quiet,  is 
the  only  mark  by  which  children 
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can  show  they  have  been  taught 
their  duty  to  God  on  this  day. 
Those  who  are  good,  and  try  to  do 
the  best  they  can,  will  find  comfort 
and  content  in  their  bosoms,  they 
will  be  cheerful  and  happy  all  day, 
and  when  they  go  to  rest  at  night, 
they  will  enjoy  peaceful  sleep, 
and  rise  in  the  morning,  lively  and 
willing,  ready  to  study  their  les- 
sons, and,  in  all  things  will  show 
their  respect  and  duty  to  their 
parents  and  friends. 


